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25X THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


Fart To Bul Cay 


i. “ae following are the only remaining French-controlled poste and villages 
in the Bui Chu area: Sui Chu itself, Hank Thien (106=27; 20=14), Lae Quan 
(106818; 20615), Neo Dong, Luu Bong, Hac Van, Ngee Cue and Phu Nhai. i 
Traffic is permitted between Hanh Thien, Bui Chu and Fhu Nhai during the 
day. Provisions are sent te other posts either by sea or airs 


2. Prior to 25 February 1952 the aren in a four-kilometer radius aroung. Bui 

Chu had not been attacked. Rumors that the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 

(ORY) was sending troops to the area from Thai Binh, Taanh Hos and Nahe An, 
prompted Vietnamese forces to sttack a DRY villege four kilometers from the 
Bishop's Palace in order to test the strength and equipment of the DRY troops. 
The Vietuamese were forced to retreat unfer aerial protection and as @ result 

of the fighting, the offices of the Chief of Province, formerly near the 5X1 
Bishop's Palete, were moved three kilometers away to Ngoe Cuc. 


4, There are Communist strongholds within one kilometer of the town of Bul Chu. 
Tye post important Comunistecontrolled villages are Tra Dosi snd Tre Bao. 
‘Tae tows of Bud. Chu awd the cathedral and town of Phu Naai are poorly defended 
by iusufficiertly armed Catholic selfedefenge units. 


5, Of 27 and 28 March the Lue Thuy (1066203 20«19) prison, 2.5 kilometers. from Bui 
Chu on the road to Hanh Tuier, was attacked by DRY forces. The prison's 160 
military and political prisoners staged a revolt when the first DRY shota were 
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heard at Ll aom. on 25 March 1952. This second attack was unexpected since the 
first attack by & commbdo unit on &7 March had been successfully repulsed. 

The second attack was made by one company of regular troops and two Tu Ve (self 
defense) companies divided into two groups, one charged with blocking reinforce« 
nents coming from Hauh Thien and the other with attacking the prison. As & 
result of the pressure both from within and outside the prison, the guards fled, 
allowing all 160 prisoners to escape. 


Fulitien! Situation 


6, Bui Chu if importent to the DRY primarily as a rice»growing area. The DRY 
agricultural tax is collected in rice at an average of 400 kilograms per mau 
(3,600 square meters). “he rice is then shipped to Thanh Hoa by sea. 


7. The DRY district Administrative and Resistance Committees, composed of a 
council of seven men charged with military and political administration, have 
all ben reorganized °. 


8. The DRY is cirevlabing a vew type of currency in the Bul Chu area. These. new 
bills were printed in Czechoslovakia. One new Ho Chi Minh (acm) Plaster is 
worth ten of the old=type HCM piasters snd Pow Indochinese pilasters .~ 


9. Compulsory military service is imposed on all men and women of the DRV zones 
wuuler 45 years of age. 


10. DRY propaganda activities include meetings held every morning as the Catholic 
population returns from church. They have been more successful, however, in 
geining control over the Buddhist villages in the area. Communist control is 
most widespread in the villages of Hoanh Nha (106-323 20~17), Ha Lan (10619; 
20-11), Gla Cu and Tay Lac. 

li. The DRV alweye tries to gain control of a village through widespread propaganda 
before making a military attack. If obliged to attack, the population ts 
spared as much BS possible, and captured prisoners, with the exception of field 
officers, are usually released. 

12. ‘The DRY has begun arresting Cabholic youths of Bul Chu end concentrating them 
in Thai Binh, As a result, meny of the leaders of various surrounding perishes 
have taken refuge in the area around the Bishop's Palace, where a force of 1,000 
troops has been formed. However, this force lacks arms and food supplies. 


13. ‘The DRV has plundered many of the parishes, taking, in particular, the priests' 
' gutemcblies, motortycles and typewriters. 


wee Abit tude of the Population 
14, At first the entire population, with the exception of the Catholics, welcomed 
mic Ue orks eae eee pe 


25X1. [_—'|s However, they bave beer disillusioned by the high DRY rice tax, 
compulsory wilitery Bervice end unpaid labor. Ne 
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The following towns, along. Route Provincigle No. 10, heave been evacuated and 
serve as buffer villages: Thu Chung, Dong Dac, (106-053 20-06), Huong Dao 
(106805; 20206), and Tu Tan (106-03; 20-06). Houses along both sides of 
Route Provinciale Ne. 10, particularly around the French command post at Tri 
Chinh (106-01; 20=06), have been destroyed in order to prevent the DRV from 


using them as bases for sabotage activities. 


The Dots oF Nui Sau, Phuong Nai (106-023 20-07), Binh Hai and Tien Nong 

(106-34; 20655), 10 to 20 kilometers from Phat Diem, have been completely 
destroyed. ‘The enbire coastal region from Bul Chu to Thank Hom ia algo out 25X14 
of French hends and ig the route used by the DRY to reach Interzone IV. 


Communist Activities 


The DRY Administrative and Resistance Committees have been reorganized in nearly 
all the villages, either clandestinely or openly. The villages are controlled 
during the day by the local self<defense units, but are raided at night by the 
DRY troops charged with the destruction of roads and bridges. The bridges at 
Huong Dac and Dong Dac have both been destroyed. 


The DRV has begun arresting the most prominent members of the various Catholic 
organizations, primarily those between the ages of 18 and 35. 


They have aldo begun taking rice from the Catholic population, whereas formerly 
they taxed only the non=-Catholics. 


A uew type of Ho Chi Minh currency is being circvlated in the Phat Diem ares. 
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Commani cations 


Entry into Phat Diem ta prohibited wrbil three o'clock in the afternoon. Aubow 


mobile traffic has ceaged along the important Route Provinciale No, 10, which - 
18 an asphalt road joining Phat Diem with the important post of Phuc Nhac (106-04 3 
20-09), Merchants and civilian travelers from Thank Hoa can enter Phat Diem only 
by Clandestine infiltration. 


Nam Dinh (105<59; 21-18) my be reached from Phat Diem only by river. Commercial 
beats must travel under military escort and convoys Leave Phat Diem twice weekly, 
on Wednesday and Friday. River commmications were guspended, however, following 


‘pp DRY attack on a commercial convoy on 8 April 1952. Several civil servants. were 


arrested and the boats burned, but the Commmists took none of the merchandise. 


Communications between Phat Diem and Bui Chu are completely cut. Bui Chu may be 
reached from Nam Dinh only by Blanc. 


The Phat Diem aisfield is capable of receiving Moranes. It would be possible = 
however, to enlarge the field ard accommodate larger planes. 


Le 25X1 
2 —— » For additional information concerning new DRY currency 95x41 
3. 
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